
Purpose of the Project
The purpose of this project is to create a more 
resilient New Bern. Resiliency is the ability of a 
community, business, school, family, or individual 
to withstand an adverse event, recover from it, and 
respond to it. In order to do that, a community must 
first understand its risk. At the current time, our 
focus is on flood risk…looking at the physical, social, 
and economic impacts of flooding and how flooding 
affects our homes, businesses, workplaces, and other 
community assets. 

Public Participation and Stakeholder 
Engagement
This planning process will involve widespread 
participation across city departments; from a wide 
range of local, regional, and national stakeholders 
and subject matter experts; and, of course, everyone 
who lives and works in the City along with our 
visitors, guests, and neighbors. One question we want 
to fully explore is not only what is essential for the 
community to function following a disaster, but what 
is truly of value to the community in terms of our 
shared vision, identity, and core characteristics.

Flood Hazards to be Addressed
The first phase of this project will focus on flood-
related hazards. These may include coastal 
hazards (such as tidal flooding and storm surge from 
hurricanes and tropical storms); river flooding; 
heavy rainfall and drainage-related flooding; and 
thunderstorms and other severe weather events. There 
are other complex issues to consider as well, such 
as the potential for sea level rise and other climate 
change factors that may affect the way we look at the 
flood hazard moving forward. 

Involvement in the Process
As we work through this process, there will be 
multiple opportunities for community input. 
There will be virtual and in-person public meetings; 
focus group meetings to talk about specific flooding 
issues in specific parts of the community; and 
public participation surveys to help collect valuable 
input. We will also be making draft sections of our 
Resiliency and Hazard Mitigation Plan available 
on the project website for review and comment.
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CITY OF NEW BERN RESILIENCY AND HAZARD MITIGATION PLANNING PROCESS 

The City of New Bern is currently engaged in a process to develop a Resiliency and Hazard Mitigation Plan 
aimed at enhancing overall community resilience, better understanding flood risk within the community, and 
identifying potential flood mitigation solutions.



Schedule
The goal is to finalize the Resiliency and Hazard Mitigation Plan by Summer 2021. Ultimately, this 
document will be a roadmap for future projects that reduce flood risk and a framework for resiliency from 
other hazards as well. Our vision is for this plan to be more than just another document or study…this plan will 
lead to practical solutions that will reduce flood impacts to the extent possible and to help us be better prepared 
for the flood losses that do occur. 
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Contact 
Information
Please contact 
Amanda 
Ohlensehlen, 
Community 
& Economic 
Development 
Manager, via 
email or by 
phone at (252) 
639-7580.


